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Letter from the vicar

Schools are back, September has come and gone. The nights are now beginning to 
draw in with Autumn arriving in a hurry, as both the temperature and the leaves on 
the trees change and begin to fall. Harvest, Halloween and who knows, maybe even 
Brexit… or not…will see out October, and dare I say it, before we know it, Christmas 
will be upon us.
For us in the Buckley household, one change over the last month has been most 
noticeable: Ellie’s well deserved, but none-the-less painful, absence from home after 
heading to Edinburgh to start the next exciting phase of her life. Mealtimes for a while 
seemed a little subdued, certainly quieter – sister, granddaughter, daughter – an 
Ellie-shaped hole which has seemed just so hard to fill.
For many, Autumn is a tough season – memories of hot sunny days, holidays and time 
with friends and family begin to fade and wither like the foliage all about us. It can all 
too easily feel like a season of decline and decay. Loss, whether temporary or 
permanent, both recent or long-standing can be so keenly felt as darkness creeps ever 
nearer.
But as the nights grow darker, as we perhaps feel increasingly diminished, or subdued, 
let us again embrace the truth as believers, that we have an enduring Living Hope: as 
the Passion Bible translation of John 1:5 declares:

“And this Living Expression is the Light that bursts through gloom -
the Light that darkness could not diminish!”

English theologian and historian Thomas Fuller back in 1650 appears to be the first 
person to commit to paper the often-quoted, uplifting insight that: “It is always darkest 
just before the day dawneth."
When we face challenges, culture all too quickly tells us to “take care of it yourself, just 
pull yourself together.” Resilience is one thing, but Jesus never intended for us to walk 
through difficult times alone. Christianity is not a faith of “I can do it” but a faith of “Christ 
can do it in me.”
In Hebrews 5:8-9, we read that we have a God who identifies with us in our struggles. 
He’s felt what we feel. He’s experienced what we know. There is nothing more 
powerful than when someone takes your hand and says, “I truly know what you are 
feeling.” Christ has experienced our deepest pain and is therefore uniquely positioned 
to be our perfect high priest and Saviour; He is able to identify with us in all our 
suffering and weakness. 
God is not detached. He’s not distant or aloof. He’s ever-present and all knowing, with 
us in our grief, sadness and sorrow. So amongst the gathering gloom, we look forward 
to promise of Advent, the coming of, not just a returning Ellie, but most importantly the 
coming King, the light of the World – the one who truly is Immanuel – God with us.

Love Tim x
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Mid-week meetings in 2019

Life Hubs in homes around the parish
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. See Life hub leaders for 
more detail.

Pastorate meets Wednesdays  2nd 
and 9th October. St Matt's, 7:30pm.

Parish Prayer 8am every Tuesday 
at St Matt's.

Parish prayer 11.30am, St Thomas
Thursday 3rd and 17th October

Contact office for more information.

OppOrtunities

Coffee Morning Wednesdays 
10.30am-noon. St Matt’s, Parish hall. 
Drop in for tea, coffee, biscuits and a 
chat. All ages welcome!
Knit & Natter - Bring your knitting, 
crochet or other stitching projects to 
The Ram, Widcombe to enjoy your 
craft in company over a drink or two! 
21st October, 7:30pm.
CHOPs (Community House of 
Prayer) next meeting October 8th, 
7:45pm at Prior Park Garden Centre. 
Thursday group meets 10th and 24th
October at Liz Holden-White's house, 
2.30pm. Contact Liz for details.
'The Turbulent Priest'- 14th November
Dramatic performance at St Thomas 
about St Thomas a Becket. Tickets 
available online. See office for details.

nOtices

We extend a warm welcome to all new 
students who have moved to Bath. 
We hope you will settle quickly in to 
life in Bath and find the right church to 
call home.

Life Hubs - If you would like to join a 
Life Hub, for members of both 
congregations, please contact office 
for more information.

Women's Ministry - Next women's 
breakfast will be Saturday 19th October.

Sunday 27th October
St Thomas fellowship breakfast in 
between 8am and 10:30am services. 
Contact Liz Holden-White for more 
details. 
Parish 'Bring and Share' lunch at 
St Matt's, 12:15pm. All welcome.
There will be two services at St Matt's: 
10.30am teaching service, with more 
relaxed worship & ministry-focused 
evening service at 5pm.



Sunday Services October 2019

Join us for tea and coffee after the 10.30am service every Sunday

Date Time Service Venue

6th October
Trinity 16

2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

10.30am Sung Eucharist
(CW) & baptism

Revd Tim 
Buckley

5-7pm Contemporary service 
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

13th October
Trinity 17

2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

8am Holy Communion 
(BCP)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

10.30am Family Worship Revd Tim 
Buckley

5-7pm Contemporary service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

20th October
Trinity 18

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8

10.30am Holy Communion 
(CW)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

5-7pm Contemporary service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

27th October
Last after Trinity

2 Tim 4:6-8,16-18
Luke 18:9-14

8am Holy Communion 
(BCP)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

10.30am Morning Prayer 
(CW) Team Service

10.30am Morning service
(followed by parish 'bring and share' lunch)

5-7pm Contemporary service



OUR CHURCHES

St Thomas à Becket
Church Street
Bath
BA2 6AZ

St Matthew’s
Widcombe Hill

Bath
BA2 6AA

We extend a warm welcome to The German Lutheran Church who hold  
occasional services at St Thomas à Becket. Their next services will be on 27th 
October and 24th November. www.ev-synode.org.uk/bristol.html

Contact us
If you have general queries about services, opening times, or any other matters, 
please see our website www.widcombe.church 

Vicar: Revd Tim Buckley 07810 543209 (vicar@widcombe.church)
Curate: Revd Jenny Buckler 01225 612244 (curate@widcombe.church)

Churchwardens St Thomas à Becket: Liz Holden-White and Sue Wiggin
Chapelwardens St Matthew’s: Bill James and Andrew Udale-Smith 
Church Office, St Matthew’s Church, Widcombe Hill, Bath, BA2 6AA
Phone: 01225 465065 (answer service out of hours) 

For information about getting married, baptism or giving: 
Parish Administrator: Samantha Forrester (admin@widcombe.church)

For bookings, volunteering, Life hubs or community activities:
Community Administrator: Tamsin McMaster (community@widcombe.church)


