
‘Why don’t you write the November blog?’ said Tim at my first Reader training day. ‘You can 
include something about what Readers do and it can go into your training portfolio.’ Flushed 
with the enthusiasm of a newbie, I agreed.

So here I am! But what on earth should I write about? Well, coincidentally, I finished my two 
years theological study by writing an essay on business ethics and leadership, and the first 
thing I have been asked to do in Reader training is to compare and contrast my leadership style 
with my training incumbent’s, aka Tim.

So, leadership it is, and that little exchange does illustrate certain differences between Tim and 
me.  Tim has a charming, persuasive manner and takes a hands-off approach, trusting people 
to get on with tasks independently. I love intellectual stimulation and teamwork. Mmm, I think I 
understand why the Lay Ministries Enabler suggested the first thing we looked at with our 
training incumbents was BOTH our leadership styles and how they interact with each other.

We see examples of leadership style around us all the time. Theresa May played her cards 
close to her chest and liked to be completely in control – an autocratic leader. Boris Johnson 
uses the force of his personality to carry the day – a charismatic leader, which has nothing to 
do with likeability.

Meanwhile, over the last few decades, servant leadership has become a rather trendy concept 
in the business world, as shown by the increasing number of companies calling their staff 
‘partners’ or ‘associates’. Whole books have been written on it. A servant leader operates within 
a flat, rather than a hierarchical, structure, listens to their staff and shows empathy while 
simultaneously refusing to accept inadequate effort or performance. Apparently, it’s very 
effective at boosting profits.

The ultimate model of servant leadership is Jesus, of course. Jesus, son of God, creator and 
Lord, laid down his life for others. But, unlike the business leader following the latest trend, 
Jesus is not profit or performance oriented – he just desires what is best for us. And when he 
laid down his life, it was to rise again as King.

What does following the Servant King look like? When Jesus washed his disciples’ feet at the 
Last Supper, he told them, ‘do as I have done for you.’ But he also said, ‘I no longer call you 
servants… instead I call you friends.’ And in that contrast, we find our role in the world as 
Christians: friends of King Jesus, leaders in service. 

So, back to what Readers do – my favourite description is a Lay Theologian, someone who is a 
bridge between the Church and society. Their voluntary ministry is different from but 
complementary to the parish priest’s. I might also need a bit of help. Apparently, I need people 
to fill in comment forms every time I preach or lead a service… wait a moment, those words 
have suddenly taken on a whole new meaning!

Love, Mary
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OppOrtunities

Coffee Morning every Wednesday 
10.30am-noon. St Matt’s, Parish hall. 
Drop in for tea, coffee, biscuits and a 
chat. All ages welcome!
CHOPs (Community House of Prayer) 
next meets all together as a city on 
12th November, 7:45pm in the Abbey. 
Thursday group meets 2:30pm on 
14th November at Liz Holden-White's 
house. Contact Liz for details.
Life Hubs - If you would like to join a 
Life Hub, for members of both 
congregations, please contact Tamsin 
in the office for more information.

Mid-week meetings in 2019
Life Hubs in homes around the 

parish on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. See Life hub leaders for 

more information.

Pastorate meets for a Christmas 
special on Wednesday 27th November. 

St Matt's, 7:30pm.

Parish Prayer 8am every Tuesday 
at St Matt's.

Parish prayer 11.30am, St Thomas
Thursday 7th and 21st November

Contact office for more information.

'The Turbulent Priest'
14th November

Dramatic performance at St Thomas 
á Becket about St Thomas á Becket 
himself. Tickets available online. 
Contact office for details about how to 
book.

remembrance sunday

Sunday November 10th- Join us for 
our parish Remembrance service at 
St Thomas á Becket, 10:30am.

VOlunteers needed

New Years Day- Volunteers needed 
to shake buckets after Mummers' 
performances in the parish. Contact 
office for more information.
Soup Run- Would you be interested in 
helping out with the soup run in Bath? 
We need volunteers to help once a 
month on a Saturday evening. Contact 
the office for more information.

Bring your knitting, crochet or other craft 
projects to The Ring O Bells, Widcombe, 
to enjoy your craft in company over a 
drink or two! 18th November, 7:30pm. 
Please note location change.

christmas

We post around 2000 newsletters, 
through the letterboxes of our parish, 
in the run up to Christmas. If you were 
involved in their distribution last year, 
we will assume you are able to help 
again this year - please let us know if 
not. We welcome more help to do this 
if you would like to be involved.
Some highlights for your diary:

Christingle (1st Dec), 
Carols by Candlelight (8th), 

Nine Lessons and Carols (22nd), 
Midnight mass (24th)..

Christmas is coming... 



Sunday Services November 2019

Join us for tea and coffee after the 10.30am service every Sunday

Date Time Service Venue

3rd November
All Saints Day

Psalm 32
Luke 19:1-10

10.30am Sung Eucharist
(CW)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

5-7pm Contemporary service 
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

10th November
Remembrance 

Sunday

Job 19:23-27a
Luke 20:27-38

8am Holy Communion 
(BCP)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

10.30am Remembrance 
Service

Revd Tim 
Buckley

5-7pm Contemporary service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

17th November
2nd Before 

Advent

Psalm 98
Luke 21:5-19

10.30am Holy Communion 
(CW)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

5-7pm Contemporary service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

24th November
Christ the King

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 23:33-43

8am Holy Communion 
(BCP)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

10.30am Morning Prayer 
(CW) Team Service

10:30am Morning Service
(Doors open from 10am)



OUR CHURCHES

St Thomas à Becket
Church Street
Bath
BA2 6AZ

St Matthew’s
Widcombe Hill

Bath
BA2 6AA

We extend a warm welcome to The German Lutheran Church who hold  
occasional services at St Thomas à Becket. Their next service will be on 24th 
November. 
www.ev-synode.org.uk/bristol.html

Contact us
If you have general queries about services, opening times, or any other matters, 
please see our website www.widcombe.church 

Vicar: Revd Tim Buckley 07810 543209 (vicar@widcombe.church)
Curate: Revd Jenny Buckler 01225 612244 (curate@widcombe.church)

Churchwardens St Thomas à Becket: Liz Holden-White and Sue Wiggin
Chapelwardens St Matthew’s: Bill James and Andrew Udale-Smith 

Widcombe Parish Office, St Matthew’s Church, Widcombe Hill, Bath, BA2 6AA
Phone: 01225 465065 (answerphone service out of hours) 

For information about getting married, baptism or giving: 
Parish Administrator: Samantha Forrester (admin@widcombe.church)

For bookings, volunteering, Life hubs or community activities:
Community Administrator: Tamsin McMaster (community@widcombe.church)

Parish Intern: Sarena Matheson (intern@widcombe.church)


