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Letter from the vicar

It’s hard to believe that I’m already sat here at my desk writing the Vicar’s letter for September. 
This year, again, seems to be flying by! I hope you managed to enjoy some time of rest and 
relaxation during the summer and perhaps had the opportunity to spend some quality time with 
family and friends. We as a family had a great holiday together and, of course, had a very 
precious time with our church family and mission partners in Sri Lanka. 

Sometimes getting back to work after a good break can be difficult. This year will no doubt be 
even more tricky for us as a family, as we embrace life afresh, with our eldest daughter Ellie 
leaving for university in Edinburgh.

As we begin to think about the new term and the next ‘academic’ year that lies ahead, I’m excited 
as we continue to move forward with our plans for the redevelopment of St Matt’s. September 
should see the first initial phase completed, which includes the restoration of the room above the 
Office wing, including the re-instatement of the original spiral staircase and the opening up of a 
large window into the worship sanctuary. This new space will be great for PCC meetings, youth 
and prayer gatherings, and offers us a new rentable room with unique access from the back wing 
of the church.

In September we also start a series on prayer using the Lord’s prayer as our teaching model. The 
truth is that everyone prays at some point - but not many find it easy. We all need a little help. 
The brilliant Pete Greig has been, inspiring, teaching and writing on prayer for nearly 2 decades 
and has written a really helpful book called 'How to Pray,' a Simple Guide for Normal People.

In his words: “Every pilgrim gets a stone in their shoe eventually. You wake up one morning 
thinking, 'Is this really all there is to knowing the Creator of 100 billion galaxies?' You read the 
book of Acts and ask, 'Why isn't it like that anymore?' Your world falls apart and you desperately 
need a miracle. You stare up at the stars and feel things bigger than religious language. You say 
to yourself, 'If this thing is true, there's got to be more power, more mystery, more actual personal 
experience.' And so, finally, you turn to God, half wondering whether you're any more than 
half-serious and say, 'Lord, teach me to pray.' And He replies, 'I thought you'd never ask!”

We are all on a journey to encounter more and understand God better. May this new season help 
us all to deepen our walk with the Lord, to learn to pray more effectively and better hear his voice 
of strength, love and calm in these often uncertain days.

Love and prayers, Tim, Sarah, Ellie, Sam and Jo x
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Mid-week meetings in 2019

Life Hubs in homes around the parish
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. See Life hub leaders for 
more detail.

Pastorate meets for three consecutive 
Wednesdays on 25th September, 2nd 
and 9th October. St Matt's, 7:30pm.

Parish Prayer 8am every Tuesday 
at St Matt's.

Parish prayer 11.30am, St Thomas
Thursday 5th and 19th September

Contact office for more information.

OppOrtunities

Coffee Morning Wednesdays 
10.30am-noon. St Matt’s, Parish hall. 
Drop in for tea, coffee, biscuits and a 
chat. All ages welcome!

Women's Ministry - Next women's 
breakfast will be Saturday 19th October.

Knit & Natter - Bring your knitting, 
crochet or other stitching projects to 
The Ram, Widcombe to enjoy your 
craft in company over a drink or two! 
September 16th, 7:30pm.

CHOPs (Community House of 
Prayer) next meeting September 10th, 
7:45pm at Prior Park Garden Centre. 

Thursday group next meets 26th 
September at Liz Holden-White's 
house, 2.30pm. Contact Liz for details.

nOtices

We extend a warm welcome to all new 
students who have moved to Bath. 
We hope you will settle quickly in to 
life in Bath and find the right church to 
call home.

Life Hubs - If you would like to join a 
Life Hub, for members of both 
congregations, please contact the office 
for more information.
Sunday 27th October- A date for 
your diaries. At St Matts there will be 
two services: 10.30am teaching 
service, with a more relaxed worship 
and ministry focused evening service 
at 5pm. 'Bring and Share' lunch 
follows the morning service.

As Jenny will be away from Bath on 
placement for a couple of months, 
we've decided to get a replacement 
curate. We have
replaced one old
bird, with another!
Jenny will return
in time for advent. 
But until then, 
the falcon is here
to stay... 
Or at least on a 
temporary basis 
during recent ITV filming at St Thomas!

Please note: Jenny will be uncontactable 
during this time, all queries should be 
directed to Tim or the office.

Thank you for all your prayers for 
those that went to Sri Lanka in August



Join us for tea and coffee after the 10.30am service every Sunday

Sunday Services September 2019
Date Time Service Venue

1st September
Trinity 11

Jeremiah 2:4-13
Luke 14:1,7-14

10.30am Sung Eucharist
(CW)

Rev Judith 
Harries

5-7pm Contemporary Service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

8th September
Trinity 12

Jeremiah 18:1-11
Luke 14:25-33

(Matthew 6:6-13)

8am Holy Communion 
(BCP)

Revd Jenny 
Buckler

10.30am Family Service & 
Baptism

Revd Jenny 
Buckler

5-7pm Contemporary Service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

15th September
Trinity 13

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 
22-28

Luke 15:1-10

10.30am Holy Communion
(CW)

Revd Jenny 
Buckler

5-7pm Contemporary Service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)

22nd September
Trinity 14
Harvest

Psalm 100
John 6:25-35

8am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

Revd Tim 
Buckley

10.30am Harvest Service 
(CW) Team Service

10.30am Morning service
(Doors open 10am)

29th September
Trinity 15

Michael & All Angels

Revelation 12:7-12
John 1:47-end

10.30am Holy Communion 
(BCP)

Revd Tim 
Buckley

5-7pm Contemporary Service
(Toast café from 4.30pm)



OUR CHURCHES

St Thomas à Becket
Church Street
Bath
BA2 6AZ

St Matthew’s
Widcombe Hill

Bath
BA2 6AA

We extend a warm welcome to The German Lutheran Church who hold  
occasional services at St Thomas à Becket. Their next services will be on 27th 
October and 24th November. www.ev-synode.org.uk/bristol.html

Contact us
If you have general queries about services, opening times, or any other matters, 
please see our website www.widcombe.church 

Vicar: Revd Tim Buckley 07810 543209 (vicar@widcombe.church)
Curate: Revd Jenny Buckler 01225 612244 (curate@widcombe.church)

Churchwardens St Thomas à Becket: Liz Holden-White and Sue Wiggin
Chapelwardens St Matthew’s: Bill James and Andrew Udale-Smith 
Church Office, St Matthew’s Church, Widcombe Hill, Bath, BA2 6AA
Phone: 01225 465065 (answer service out of hours) 

For information about getting married, baptism or giving: 
Parish Administrator: Samantha Forrester (admin@widcombe.church)

For bookings, volunteering or community activities:
Community Administrator: Tamsin McMaster (community@widcombe.church)


